[Serum ferritin determination: is it useful in the early diagnosis of renal carcinoma?].
The aim of the study was to evaluate the usefulness of ferritin as an early marker in the diagnosis of renal cell carcinoma (RCC). The Authors dosed the pre-operative concentration of ferritin in the sera of 22 patients (16 males and 6 females) affected by stage I-II, according to Robson's classification, RCC. Plasma concentrations of ferritin were matched for the presence of tumor and for the tumor volume. The results did not evidence any relationship between plasma concentration of ferritin and the presence of renal cancer. In the same way a linear correlation did not show any significant relationship between serum concentration of ferritin and tumor diameter. Ferritin does not seem to be a usefull marker in the early diagnosis of renal cell carcinoma.